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ABOUT WORLD’S GREATEST SHAVE
The Leukaemia Foundation’s
World’s Greatest Shave is one
of Australia’s most well-loved
fundraising campaigns.
In 2022, Max Shaver — Australia’s newest blood
cancer action hero — is calling on Australians to
make conquering blood cancer their MISSION:
POSSIBLE. His mission? Defeat blood cancer.
Your mission is to shave, cut or colour your hair
to help make this happen!

•

When you shave, cut, or colour your hair for
World’s Greatest Shave, you’ll send a powerful
message of hope to the 110,000 Aussies facing
blood cancer today.

•

25,000 Aussies sign up to make a difference
each year, raising millions of dollars for families
facing a blood cancer diagnosis and helping
the Leukaemia Foundation’s goal of zero lives
lost to blood cancer by 2035.

•

Funds raised will help Australian families
navigate a complicated health system and
every scary, uncertain moment following a
blood cancer diagnosis.

World’s Greatest Shave started
in Lismore, NSW in 1998 and
was inspired by a daughter’s
love for her father who was
battling leukaemia.

•

Shaving is the primary reason people sign up for
World’s Greatest Shave, but anyone can register
to shave, cut, colour or wax their hair, too.

•

Some have a personal connection to blood
cancer, while others take part simply to have fun
and raise money for a good cause.

WHY GET INVOLVED?

50 Australians are diagnosed with
blood cancer every day. That’s one
person every 28 minutes.

Blood cancer is the most
commonly diagnosed childhood
cancer (0-14 years).

Blood cancers, when combined,
are the second most common
cancer and second highest
cause of cancer-related deaths
in Australia.

Blood cancer does not
discriminate. It can develop in
anyone and can occur at any age
and any stage of life and more
support for Australians living with
blood cancer is urgently needed.

Incidence of blood cancer
continues to grow. Over the past
10 years, incidence of blood
cancer has increased by 40%.

There are no screening programs
available for blood cancers, and
there is no way to prevent blood
cancer through lifestyle change.

HASTA LA VISTA, BLOOD CANCER!

MEDIA RELEASE
Lights, Camera, Action.... Will you
dare to accept the MISSION to kick
blood cancer’s gluteus maximus?!
•

•
•

In 2022, make it your MISSION: POSSIBLE
to conquer blood cancer by signing up
to the Leukaemia Foundation’s iconic
World’s Greatest Shave
Funds raised will provide vital support and
care for the growing number of Australians
impacted by the disease
Join the MISSION now, participate today at
worldsgreatshave.com or call 1800 500 088

support and care they need to fight the disease as
well as someone to turn to every step of the way,”
said Mr Tanti.
How you choose to participate in World’s Greatest
Shave and share this with your community is entirely
up to you. Many Australians will choose to lose
their locks, colour their cuts or wax their waves at
home, in smaller COVID-safe gatherings, or at local
hairdressing salons; with some set to live stream their
brave feats on social media.
“Since the pandemic began, we’ve seen a huge rise
in people turning to online platforms to share their
participation including extremely special before and
after images on Instagram and Facebook as well as
fun and engaging videos on TikTok.” Mr Tanti said.

The Leukaemia Foundation has set a mission for the
whole of Australia to raise awareness of blood cancer
and stand in solidarity with the 110,000 fellow Aussies In 2022, World’s Greatest Shave will again ‘go green’
thanks to a partnership with Sustainable Salons. This
currently living with the disease, by participating in
means ponytails snipped from those taking part in
this year’s World’s Greatest Shave.
the event can be turned into wigs for those who have
The mission, should you choose to accept it, is to
lost their hair due to the impact of cancer treatment,
either shave, cut, colour or wax (ouch) your hair
with shorter hair clippings transformed into compost
and raise vital funds for the growing number of
and floating booms to absorb oil spills at sea.
Australians impacted by blood cancer.
Plus, for the first time ever, one inspiring shaver
Today, 50 Australians will be newly diagnosed with
will also win a hero-worthy set of wheels thanks to
blood cancer such as leukaemia, lymphoma or
Suzuki Australia who are giving away a blue Jimny
myeloma, and by 2035, that number is expected to
worth $35,000.
double to 100 people each day.
Officially ramping up to ‘Shave Week’ between
Blood cancer can develop in anyone and at any age
March 16-20, World’s Greatest Shave hopes to raise
from children to adolescents, young adults to working $18 million, the single biggest source of funds that
adults with families and older Australians. Sadly,
enable the work of the Leukaemia Foundation.
there are no screening programs available for blood
cancers and there is no way to prevent blood cancer “The Leukaemia Foundation is on a mission to raise
awareness of blood cancer and defeat the disease.
through lifestyle change.
Together with our brave and big-hearted shavers, we
Leukaemia Foundation CEO, Mr Chris Tanti said, with believe it is possible to achieve our goal of zero lives
the incidence of blood cancer continuing to grow,
lost to blood cancer by 2035,” Mr Tanti said.
we cannot afford to sit by and allow this cancer to
increasingly wreak havoc on families across Australia. “Even in the midst of a global pandemic blood cancer
doesn’t stop, so neither can we. I urge all Australians
“There has never been a more vital time to get
to join us and make it their mission in 2022 to
behind World’s Greatest Shave and raise muchsupport the growing number of people diagnosed
needed funds to support Australians impacted by
with blood cancer every day by signing up to
blood cancer. By signing up, you are ensuring blood
World’s Greatest Shave.”
cancer patients have access to the right information,

Want to learn more? Visit
Or to join the fight against blood cancer, call 1800 500 088, or visit www.worldsgreatestshave.com
Hasta la vista, blood cancer…. #WorldsGreatestShave #ShaveForACure #bloodcancer

For all media enquiries please email media@leukaemia.org.au

About Leukaemia Foundation
The Leukaemia Foundation is the
Australian charity stopping blood
cancer from wrecking lives.
We exist for every Australian affected by any type
of blood cancer, including leukaemia, lymphoma
and myeloma.

The Leukaemia Foundation provides:

Personalised support from highly
trained Blood Cancer Support
Coordinators for patients and their
loved ones alongside a range of
health and wellbeing services

Accommodation near major
hospitals around Australia and
help getting to and from the many
appointments that come with a
blood cancer diagnosis

Our vision… zero lives
lost to blood cancer
by 2035

Our priority is to save lives by giving all Australians living with blood
cancer access to
•
•
•

Trusted information to empower
people to navigate the road
ahead, including critical education,
support groups, booklets,
newsletters, and online information

Best-practice treatment and the latest trials, tests and
diagnostic tools
Trusted information and education to empower informed choices
Essential supportive care to improve quality of life

THANK YOU FOR
ACCEPTING YOUR
MISSION AND
SHARING YOUR STORY
WITH THE MEDIA.
If you’ve got questions, we’ve got answers.
Remember, we’re always here to help every step
of the way. For general inquiries, please email
media@leukaemia.org.au.
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