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ABOUT WORLD’S GREATEST SHAVE

The Leukaemia Foundation’s 
World’s Greatest Shave is one 
of Australia’s longest running 
and most well-loved fundraising 
campaigns. In fact, this year is 
our official 25th anniversary.
More than two million people have sacrificed their 
hair, or donated to someone who has, over the last 
25 years. We’ve seen it all: the all-over shave, edgy 
undercuts, messy mullets, bright blue ‘dos or plucky 
waxers. And we’ve loved them all! Your mission 
is to shave, cut or colour your hair to help make 
this happen! 

We may have ‘officially’ turned 25 
but many passionate and brave 
people were shaving their hair 
for the Leukaemia Foundation 
even before 1998, sparking the 
movement we know and love 
today.  

• When you shave, cut, or colour your hair for 
World’s Greatest Shave, you’ll send a powerful 
message of hope to the 135,000 Aussies facing 
blood cancer today.  

• Each March, thousands of big-hearted and 
brave Australians sign up to make a difference, 
raising millions of dollars for families facing 
a blood cancer diagnosis and helping 
the Leukaemia Foundation’s goal of zero lives 
lost to blood cancer by 2035.    

• Some have a personal connection to blood 
cancer, while others take part simply to have fun 
and raise money for a good cause.  

• The money raised will help give people facing 
blood cancer the support and care they need. 

• It will also help fund breakthrough research 
projects discovering better ways to diagnose 
and treat blood cancer so more people can say 
goodbye to blood cancer.



WHY GET INVOLVED? 

Blood cancers, when combined, 
are the second highest cause of 
cancer-related deaths in Australia 
with 1 in 3 not surviving five years 
after their diagnosis. 

Incidence of blood cancer 
continues to grow. Over the past 
10 years, incidence of blood 
cancer has increased by 40%.

Blood cancer is the most 
commonly diagnosed childhood 
cancer (0-14 years).

Blood cancer can’t be screened 
for, and it can’t be prevented. It 
doesn’t discriminate and can strike 
anyone at any time.

The latest figures show 53 
Australians hear the words ‘you 
have blood cancer’ every day – 
and that number is expected to 
double by 2035.

53

40%



About Leukaemia Foundation 

The Leukaemia Foundation is the 
Australian charity stopping blood 
cancer from wrecking lives.
We exist for every Australian affected by any type 
of blood cancer, including leukaemia, lymphoma 
and myeloma. 

The Leukaemia Foundation provides:  

Personalised information and 
support from highly trained Blood 
Cancer Support Coordinators 
for patients and their loved ones 
alongside a range of health and 
wellbeing services  

Accommodation near major 
hospitals around Australia and 
help getting to and from the many 
appointments that come with a 
blood cancer diagnosis  

Trusted Information to empower 
people to navigate the road 
ahead, including critical education, 
support groups, booklets, 
newsletters, and online information    

Our vision… zero lives 
lost to blood cancer 
by 2035 

Our priority is to save lives by giving all Australians living with blood 
cancer access to 

• Best-practice treatment and the latest trials, tests and 
diagnostic tools 

• Trusted information and education to empower informed choices 
• Essential supportive care to improve quality of life 

The Leukaemia Foundation’s research program drives rapid advancements in blood cancer 
treatments, encourages the careers of promising scientists, discovers new diagnostics and novel 
therapies, and helps give Australians access to global clinical trials.

We advocate for better policies, better access to new and innovative treatments, better diagnostics 
and, ultimately, better outcomes so that more people live through blood cancer and live well. 



MEDIA RELEASE
Australia’s iconic World’s Greatest 
Shave campaign celebrates 25 
years of hair-raising antics and 
big-hearted shavers 

• In 2023, make it your mission to conquer blood 
cancer by signing up to the Leukaemia Foundation’s 
25th anniversary of World’s Greatest Shave

• Funds raised will provide vital support and care for 
the growing number of Australians impacted by 
the disease

• Join the mission now, participate today at 
worldsgreatshave.com or call 1800 500 088

The Leukaemia Foundation has set a mission for the whole 
of Australia to raise awareness of blood cancer and stand 
in solidarity with the 135,000 fellow Aussies currently living 
with the disease, by participating in the 25th anniversary of 
the much-loved World’s Greatest Shave.

Anyone, anywhere can experience the buzz of shaving, 
cutting, colouring or waxing (ouch) your hair whilst raising 
vital funds for the growing number of Australians impacted 
by blood cancer.

Today, 53 Australians will hear the words “you have blood 
cancer” such as leukaemia, lymphoma or myeloma, and by 
2035, that number is expected to nearly double.

Blood cancer can develop in anyone and at any age 
from children to adolescents, young adults to working 
adults with families and older Australians. Sadly, there 
are no screening programs available for blood cancers 
and there is no way to prevent blood cancer through 
lifestyle change.

Leukaemia Foundation CEO, Mr Chris Tanti said, with the 
incidence of blood cancer continuing to grow, we cannot 
afford to sit by and allow this cancer to increasingly wreak 
havoc on families across Australia.

“There has never been a more vital time to get behind 
World’s Greatest Shave and raise much-needed funds to 
support Australians impacted by blood cancer. By signing 
up, you are ensuring blood cancer patients have access to 
the right information, support and care they need to fight 
the disease as well as someone to turn to every step of the 
way,” said Mr Tanti.

How you choose to participate in the 25th World’s 
Greatest Shave and share this with your community is 
entirely up to you. Many Australians will choose to lose 
their locks, colour their cuts or wax their waves in their 
loungeroom, backyard, local hairdressing salon, at their 
school or even their office.

“More than two million people have sacrificed their hair, 
or donated to someone who has, over the last 25 years. 
We’ve seen heads shaved in all sorts of places across 
Australia including in helicopters, in state parliament, in 
shearing sheds, while rock climbing. One brave shaver 
even did it at the top of Mount Everest!”

“We’re encouraging new participants along with Aussies 
who have taken part in World’s Greatest Shave before, to 
sign up in 2023 and experience the fun and celebration 
that goes along with supporting a good cause whilst 
coming up with new exciting ways to take part.”

In 2023, World’s Greatest Shave will again ‘go green’ 
thanks to a partnership with Sustainable Salons. This 
means ponytails snipped from those taking part in the 
event can be turned into wigs for those who have lost 
their hair due to the impact of cancer treatment, with 
shorter hair clippings transformed into compost and 
floating booms to absorb oil spills at sea.

Officially ramping up to ‘Shave Week’ between March 15-
19, World’s Greatest Shave hopes to raise $16 million, the 
single biggest source of funds that enable the work of the 
Leukaemia Foundation.

“The Leukaemia Foundation is on a mission to raise 
awareness of blood cancer and beat the disease. Together 
with our brave and big-hearted shavers, we believe it is 
possible to achieve our goal of zero lives lost to blood 
cancer by 2035,” Mr Tanti said.

“People with blood cancer need us now more than ever 
and we can’t delay taking action together. I urge all 
Australians to join us and make it their mission in 2023 
to support the growing number of people diagnosed 
with blood cancer every day by signing up to World’s 
Greatest Shave.”

Want to learn more? Visit

Or to join the fight against blood cancer, call 1800 500 088, or visit www.worldsgreatestshave.com  
#WorldsGreatestShave #ShaveForACure #bloodcancer 

For all media enquiries please email media@leukaemia.org.au

http://www.worldsgreatestshave.com
https://www.youtube.com/user/LeukaemiaQld
https://www.instagram.com/worldsgreatestshave/
https://www.facebook.com/LeukaemiaFoundationWorldsGreatestShave


World’s Greatest Shave

THANK YOU FOR 
ACCEPTING YOUR 
MISSION AND 
SHARING YOUR STORY 
WITH THE MEDIA 
If you’ve got questions, we’ve got answers. 
Remember, we’re always here to help every step 
of the way. For general inquiries, please email 
media@leukaemia.org.au. 

Contact our media team:  
Kim Loudon, Media Manager – VIC, ACT, SA, NT 
0460 000 536   
kloudon@leukaemia.org.au

Prue Cripps, Media Manager – QLD, WA, NSW, TAS   
0427 251 452   
pcripps@leukaemia.org.au  

Yulia Zaytseva, Media Coordinator   
0427 923 553   
yzaytseva@leukaemia.org.au  


