
#WorldsGreatestShave

DEFEATING BLOOD CANCER IS YOUR 

MISSION: POSSIBLE

A HELPFUL GUIDE 
WITH EVERYTHING 

YOU NEED TO KNOW 
TO SMASH YOUR 

FUNDRAISING GOAL. 



The Leukaemia Foundation’s World’s 
Greatest Shave is one of Australia’s most 
loved fundraising campaigns – going 25 
years strong. 

WORLD’S GREATEST SHAVE’S 
ORIGIN STORY

Every March, thousands of big-hearted and brave 
Australians make it their mission to help beat blood 
cancer, raising millions of dollars for families facing a blood 
cancer diagnosis. Whether it’s a buzz cut, bucket-list ‘do 
or something bright – you’ll send a powerful message of 
hope to the 135,000 Aussies facing blood cancer today.

YOU’RE ALREADY 
A LEGEND IN OUR 
BOOK
You’ve accepted your mission to shave, cut 
or colour your hair in solidarity with every 
Australian facing blood cancer. Thank you! 

Get ready to do something extraordinary. This guide 
is packed full of the world’s greatest tips, tricks and 
gadgets to help you accomplish your mission – and 
all of us here at World’s Greatest Shave HQ are here 
to help you every step of the way. 



THREE WAYS  
YOU CAN HELP:
Shave  

Be bold and go bald! The most iconic way to participate in World’s 
Greatest Shave is to – well – shave! We suggest clipper length 
number one or two, but if you’re opting for a slightly longer hairdo, 
choose three or four. 

Cut  

Not quite ready to shave? Snip snip! Cutting your ponytail or man bun 
and going short is still a hairy sacrifice. You’ll still be changing Aussie 
lives with every cent you raise.  

Colour  

Colouring your hair is a fun, quick and easy way to get in on the 
action. You can use bright hairspray found at your local pharmacy or 
costume shops. It will wash out seamlessly the next day. 

WANT TO DO SOMETHING 
A LITTLE DIFFERENT?  

THERE ARE PLENTY OF OTHER 
WAYS TO GET INVOLVED 

Fundraise your own way! For example, you could 
run 53km for the 53 Aussies that are diagnosed with 

blood cancer every day. You could wax your eyebrows, 
legs, arms, or back, or come up with something else 

completely unique – and completely you.



ENSURE YOUR 
FUNDRAISING PAGE IS 
SET UP FOR SUCCESS 
Update your fundraising page with your story, or your 
‘why’. It’s your secret weapon to inspire others and drive 
donations that will help conquer blood cancer! Be sure to 
take a ‘before’ photo and upload it as your profile picture 
on your fundraising page. 

Your fundraising page also has a news feed – a bit like 
Facebook. Use it regularly to post photos, video updates 
or thank you messages. 

Don’t forget to upload 
a profile picture!



1. Back yOUrsElf!
Set an example for others to follow by making 
the first donation on your page. It also gives 
people an amount to match.

3. SPREAD THE WORD 
FURTHER ON SOCIALS!
Get more eyeballs across your efforts by posting 
on your socials, using #worldsgreatestshave, 
#bloodcancer and #missionpossible and tagging 
us at @worldsgreatestshave. 

4. GET APPY!
Download the World’s Greatest Shave Apple or 
Android mobile app and use it to post photos of 
yourself with previews of crazy hairstyles, keep 
track of your goal, set up a countdown to your 
shave day, post progress selfies on your profile, 
and of course ask people to sponsor you.

2. SharE yOUr ‘why’!
You are now a walking, talking messenger for 
blood cancer awareness and support. Sharing 
why you’re doing this can boost your fundraising 
efforts. Personal emails to friends, family and 
colleagues is a great way to ask for support.

Not sure how to ask, exactly? We’ve put together 
an email template for you to use, which you 
can find on your fundraising page under the 
‘fundraising’ menu.

KICK-START
YOUR FUNDRAISING 



HERE’S HOW YOU CAN 
GIVE A FAMILY A WEEK’S 
ACCOMMODATION
You can raise $560 in seven easy steps – 
head to worldsgreatestshave.com/tips to 
learn how. What’s the significance of $560? 
This amount will give a family a week at one 
of the Leukaemia Foundation’s home-away-
from-home accommodation options, which 
are always close to a hospital.  

Got a birthday or another celebration coming up? Ask for 
donations to your page instead of gifts. You could also ask 
local businesses to donate prizes and put together a raffle! 
See if your workplace will match your fundraising. Even 
better, get the whole team involved and shave at work!  

Shavers who ask friends, family and workmates for a 
specific donation amount raise more. Be sure to suggest 
the amount you’d like people to donate when you write a 
personal email asking for help. 

$53 could mean that a family is provided with the 
emotional support they need from a Blood Cancer 
Support Coordinator as they face the overwhelming 
decisions that follow a new diagnosis. 

$80 could provide the first night of 
accommodation for a family who has urgently 
relocated for life-saving treatment with nowhere 
to stay. They can stay with us as long as they need 
through treatment with your support. 

$150 could mean that the work of a PhD 
scholarship recipient is supported for another day. 
This brilliant scientist could discover the next great 
breakthrough towards a cure, thanks to you.



ASK EVERYONE FOR 
A DONATION
Family and friends should be the first on 
your list, then colleagues, local businesses 
and classmates. Who else can you think 
of? Send them an email or text and keep 
this checklist handy as a memory jogger. 
Not sure how to ask?

GET CRAFTY
Do you have a unique skill? Perhaps you’re a great painter or are 
obsessed with making homemade jewellery. Auction something off, online! 
Do a live stream auction or put a post up offering a reward in exchange for 
a donation. You could even spark your next side hustle! 

SELL SELL SELL
Declutter and have a virtual garage sale! You can list your ‘pre-loved’ goodies on websites like Gumtree or 
Facebook Marketplace. Let people know in your listing that the money is going towards your World’s Greatest 
Shave goal and you might snag a better deal (or they might even donate to your page!) 

RAFFLE IT! 
Reach out to local businesses that might 
want to boost business by gifting a prize or 
voucher to use in the future.

You can raffle these off by promising a raffle entry for 
every $5 donated to your fundraising page. It’s a boost 
for you AND your business!  Be sure to check your state 
government’s requirements for running raffles. 

Meet Audrey, an inspiring nine-year-old from NSW 
who really put the ‘fun’ in ‘fundraise’! Over a 10-month 
period, Audrey came up with four fun and exciting ways 
to fundraise – from recycling old Pepsi cans to making 
and selling scrunchies! 

SUPERCHARGE YOUR 
FUNDRAISING!

Neighbours 
Kids’ sporting club 
Local shops 
Clients and customers 
School friends 
Overseas family and 
friends 
Childcare 

Past colleagues 
Children’s friends’ parents 
Volunteer group 
Health professionals – 
doctor, dentist, etc 
Hairdresser 
Extended family 
Community groups e.g. 
Probus, Rotary, Lions, etc 
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FOLLOW THESE TWO 
SIMPLE STEPS ON 
THE DAY!
1: Auction off clipper privileges to the highest bidder 
for the right to shave your head! Or section off your 
hair into a ponytail or small plaits and auction off the 
right to do the chop

2: Reach out again to everyone you’ve asked for 
support and invite them to be a part of your shave day. 
Whether it’s live-streamed or an in-person gathering – 
shaving is better when you’re together. 

THE BIG 
DAY!
Start thinking about what your 
shave day looks like.
Are you holding a small gathering and shaving 
at home or going to the hairdresser?

Need some ideas and inspiration? 
We’re available via 1800 500 088 for your call!

WHERE ARE YOU 
GOING TO BRAVE 
THE SHAVE? 
This is where you can get creative!
From face painting and mega raffles to 
food trucks and sausage sizzles, Binni from 
Queensland pulled out all the stops for her 
big day. She held her epic shave event at a local 
venue in Yeerongpilly, Queensland, and her 
efforts were rewarded with a final fundraising tally 
of over $8,000!

If going big isn’t your thing, you can host a 
gathering in your backyard or at your local 
park with family and friends – and share all the 
action online. 



HOLDING YOUR OWN EVENT? HERE’S 
A CHECKLIST TO MAKE SURE YOUR 
MISSION GOES ACCORDING TO PLAN!

GOT SOME CASH DONATIONS? 
Log in and use your fundraising dashboard to 
pay in your hard-earned dollars and keep your 
fundraising total up to date. If you receive a 
cash donation from a friend or family member, 
simply match the donation with your own card 
on your fundraising page and put it in their 
name – simple!   

Direct deposit using BPay®

You can find your unique BPAY biller code and reference 
number on your fundraising dashboard. All you need to 
do is log into worldsgreatestshave.com/login and click on 
‘pay-in money’. You’ll find your BPAY details there! Please 
note that payments made in this way may take 24 - 48 
hours to appear against your fundraising page total. Mail 
us a cheque made out to: Leukaemia Foundation GPO Box 
9954 BRISBANE, QLD 4001.

Heading to the bank? 
Collect all the cash and cheques and take them to any 
NAB branch. For banking details or any other bank-related 
questions, you can call us at World’s Greatest Shave HQ 
on 1800 500 088 and we will be able to assist.

Check with your hairdresser that they’re equipped 
with the right range of clippers

Organise helpers for setting up and packing down

Buy hair colour spray and disposable gloves

Bring extension cords, brooms, garbage bags and 
a mirror

Print off the QR code poster from your 
fundraising page and bring it along on shave day 
for last-minute donations

Decorate your event with posters you can 
download online

Send one last message to sponsors and remind 
friends on social media that it is your shave day!  

You can book your post-shave tidy up or style cut 
with Sustainable Salons! 
Visit sustainablesalons.org/salon-locator

Remember to always check the latest COVID-19 
advice and information for your area to ensure your 
event runs safely

http://sustainablesalons.org/salon-locator 


THIS YEAR, WE’RE RECYCLING THE HAIR 
YOU’RE BRAVELY SACRIFICING WITH 
THE HELP OF SUSTAINABLE SALONS! 

Sacrificing your locks can do even more than 
support those facing blood cancer. This simple 
yet powerful act can also help provide wigs 
to Aussies with medically-induced hair loss, 
as well as help the environment. Talk about a 
win-win-win! 

Many of the ponytails snipped from those taking part in the 
event can be turned into wigs for those with cancer, while 
shorter hair clippings could be transformed into compost 
and even floating hair booms to mop up oil spills at sea.  

It takes 20 ponytails to make just one wig, which is 
why every single ponytail matters! Last year we saw 
7,175 ponytails donated to Sustainable Salons! That’s 
358 charitable wigs for Aussies facing cancer thanks to 
legends like you.

Ponytails that are a minimum of 20cm, 
dry, tied at the top, middle and bottom 
(coloured hair is okay) are to be placed 
into a zip lock bag and posted to:

World’s Greatest Shave Ponytails c/o 
Sustainable Salons 
GPO BOX 322 SYDNEY, NSW 2001. 

Dry hair clippings and ponytails shorter than 20cm 
must be placed in a separate zip lock bag and posted 
to the above address.

Check worldsgreatestshave.com/donate-hair 
for more details. 

Have you thought about your haircare after you shave? 
Visit your local Sustainable Salon for that post-shave 
tidy-up, and book in your future haircuts as your lovely 
locks return! Find your nearest Sustainable Salon at 
sustainablesalons.org/salon-locator

HOW TO HELP

http://worldsgreatestshave.com/donate-hair
http://sustainablesalons.org/salon-locator
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THANK YOU FOR MAKING THE LEUKAEMIA 
FOUNDATION’S MISSION POSSIBLE
 

Remember, we’re here to help you throughout your World’s Greatest Shave journey!

Call us on 1800 500 088 or visit worldsgreatestshave.com

The Leukaemia Foundation© All rights reserved. 
ABN 57 057 493 017

Leukaemia Foundation  
GPO Box 9954, BRISBANE QLD 4001


